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Fairly Stated, 


— MONGST the innumerable Cala- 
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f mities of a civil War it's none of 
| the leaſt, that by ir, the Minds of 
0 the contending Parties are exaſpe- 

ERR rated againſt one another to an unna- 
tural Dre: and every little Circumſtance ex- 
aggerated, in order to widen the Breach and pre- 
vent all poſſible Means of an amicable Reconci- 


liation. 
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In a foreign War, we can allow our Enemies to 
be poſſeſs'd of many Virtues, and generouſly treat 
their Characters with good Manners, and their 
Perſons when in our Power with Humanity; 
But when inteſtine Broils take ſooting in the State, 
Rancour, IIl- nature, and Malice, uſurp the Place 
of a noble Reſentment; and the unnatural Con- 
teſt is carried on, without either Decency or Cha- 
rity. On either ſide natural Weakneſſes, and the 
{ſmalleſt Follies, are magnified into heinous Crimes; 
and the Faults of one Man, or of a few, are made 
the unalterable Principles of a whole Party; tho? 
perhaps they are no more united in their Opini- 
ons, than they reſemble one another in Features or 
Complexion, 


General, or national Reflections, 1 have con- 
ſtantly found to be falſe in fact; and I never could 
find a Time that it was proper to and encourage 
them: But the preſent Conjuncture of Affairs ren- 
ders them as criminal as they are falſe. 


He muſt want all Senſe of Liberty, nay muſt 
be void of Feeling, as well as Underſtanding, who 
does not find in himſelf an Abhorrence of the pre- 
ſent unnatural Commotion in the North : to con- 
ceal our Averſion, or to attempt to palliate the 
Monſtrouſneſs of the Guilt, would be highly cri- 
minal; yet our juſt Reſentment againſt the real 
Authors of that Rebellion, ought not to hurry us 
ſo far beyond the Bounds of Reaſon, as to involve 
a whole Nation in the ſame Guilt, or to hinder 
us from an impartial Enquiry into the Circum- 
ſtances of ſuch as are drawn in by their Leaders, 
either by Fraud or Violence, to countenance their 
wild Schemes, 


That 
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That not a tenth Man in Scotland, is tainted 
with Principles of Diſaffection to the preſent Go. 
vernment, is a Truth I hope no one in his Wits 
will attempt to deny: Their Intereſt is connected 
cloſely with the preſent Eſtabliſhment; and their 
general Behaviour at and ever ſince the Revolu- 
tion, is a convincing Proof of their ſincere At- 
tachment to the preſent Royal Family, The ſe— 
veral Dilturbances, that have happene in that 
Kingdom, ſince that happy Period, have been far 
from being general, and conſtantly took their 
Riſe,” and received all their Strength from one 
Corner of the Highlands ; while the Reſt of the 
Nation, remained ſtedfaſtly loyal, and afforded 
all the Aſſiſtance to the eſtabliſhed Government, 
which their Situation and Circumſtances for the 


Time would permit. 


At the Battle of Kilycranky, which was the 
firſt Inſurrection after the Revolution, there was 
not a Man under the Lord Dundee, but thoſe 
he raiſed in the Highlands ; all the Reſt of the 
Nation remained loyal and adhered to the Revo- 


lution. 


The next Diſturbance that was in that Part of 
the Kingdom, was at the Time of the Union, 
when there was ſome Appearance of an Inſurrec- 
tion in the Weſt ; but that never came to any 
Head, nor was the Queſtion then about the Suc- 
ceſſion, but whether or not Scotland ſhould remain 
a Kingdom ; which the whole Nation gave up, 
purely to ſtrengthen the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and 
diſappoint the ambitious Views of the Houſe of 


Stewart. 


The 
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The next Commotion was in the Year 1715, 
which took its Riſe in the remote Highlands, and 
never proceeded farther to the Eaſt than Perth; 
the North-Eaſt, Eaſt, South-Weſt, and North- Weſt 
Parts of the Kingdom remain'd loyal; and few 
or none except the Highlanders lying due North 
of Edinburgh and their Dependants appear*d in 
Arms; the remaining Part of the Kingdom did 
not thew the leaſt Inclination to encourage that 
Rebellion; on the contrary they did all that Men 
could do in their Circumſtances to expreſs their 
Zea) for the preſent Royal Family, at a Time 
when the Rebels were fix or ſeven Thouſand ſtrong, 
and no: above fifteen hundred regular Forces then 
in the Kingdom. Had the Spirit of Diſaffection 
been general, they then had it in their Power, in 
ſpite of all the regular Troops that poflibly could 
be brought againſt them, to have rendered the 
Earl of Mar very ſormidable; but on the contrary 
they raiſed their Militia and feveral Companies of 
Volunteers, who ſerved to chace from the Cita- 
de! of Leith Brigadier MeIntaſb and his Higblan— 
ders, and ſaved for that Time the important Ci- 
ty of Hdinburgb, with the Aſſiſtance of but about 
three hundred Tegul: ar Troops ; - a Picce of Service 
which ſhould at leaſt convince ſuch as are not re- 
ſolve! not to be convinced, that the Generality of 
the Scotch Nation are as well affected to the pre- 


ſent Hſtabliſn ment as any Set of Men in the three 


* 1 
Kingdoms. 


It muſt give Pain to every honeſt Man, who 
will be at the Trouble of thinking, to hear general 
Reflections thrown upon that People, and the 
whole Kingdom condemned in a Lump, meerly 
becauſe that Country is ſo unhappy at preſent as 
to 


! 
[ 
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to be the Seat of an unnatural Civil War, promo- 
ted by a few, who by ſeveral unforeſeen Circum- 
ſtances have been able to over-run all the open 
Country. | 


It is a ſtrange Barbarity, to attribute the Succeſs 
of the Rebels to the Scolch in general, ſince if the 
Highlands had been as near the County of Mid- 
dleſex as they are to the low Countries of Scotland 
if there was no other Care to prevent their Succeſs, 
they would have made much the fame Progreſs 
in the one Place as in the other, 


Had that been the Caſe, would it not have 
been unreaſonable to charge the Inhabitants of 
that Country with Diſaffection, becauſe they did 
not withſtand a Power ſuperiour to them in every 


Thing? 


Some Years ſince, there was a Tumult raiſed 
by the Spittle-Fields Weavers : would it not appear 
very prepoſterous, to charge the City of Lon- 
don in general with riotous and tumultuons Princi- 
ples, becauſe a Part of their Body, was engaged 
in a Riot? Yet this is the Caſe of Scotland, Weak, 
J had almoſt ſaid malicious, Men charge the whole 
Kingdom, and every individual Subject of it, 
with Diſaffection, becauſe two or three Dozen of 
Gentlemen, have had Addreſs enough, to raile 2 
Rebellion in that Part; whilſt in Fact the High- 
lands are entirely diſtinct from the Reſt of Scot- 
land; the Highlanders are confined to a particular 
Corner of the Kingdom; ſpeak a different Lan- 
guage ; and differ as much in their Manners and 
Cuſtoms, from the Reſt of Scotland, as the Chi- 
neſe does from the Turks, They are ſo much a dif- 

ferent 
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ferent People, that they agree in nothing, but in 
being Inhabitants of one Iſland, and Subjects to the 
ſame Government, 


How hard then is it for ſuch Reflections to be 
caſt upon a brave People, who have maintained 
their Liberty, with as much Courage as any Na- 
tion on Earth; and for a greater Tract of Years 
than any other Kingdom in Europe? How grating 
mult 1t be to an honeſt Gentleman of that Country 
to hear his Native Kingdom ſpoke of with Con- 
tempt; and the Epithet of Rebel added tothe Name 
of thoſe who have, and always will make an ho- 
nourable Figure in the Annals of Europe, not for 
Actions of their own; but for the Folly and Wick- 
edneſs of a e hot-headed Chieftans, back*d by 
their Hereditary Slaves, which the common Higb- 
landers certainly are, 


But the whole Body of the Highlanders are no 
more concern'd in the preſent Rebellion, than the 
Generality of Scotland; that Part of Scotland which 
is properly called the Highlands lies North of the 
River Tay, and extends from the Mull of Kentyre 
to the moſt Northerly Point of Kazithneſs ; a Tract 
of Land extending itſelf along the North-Weſt 
and Northern Coaſts of the Kingdom, for near 
two hundred and fifty Miles, The Number of 
Inhabitants upon the Tract and the adjacent Iſles 
(which are very numerous) may amount to five 
or ſix hundred thouſand Souls; and may by a mo- 
derate Computation, be able to bring into the 
Field ſeventy Thouſand effective Men, of which 
Number there never was, on any Occaſion ſince 
the Union of the Crown, brought into the Field, 


above ſix or feven thouſand Men : The Number 
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of Highlanders under my Lord Dundee at the 
Battle of Rillycranky, by all Accounts, did not 
exceed four Thouſand ; and thoſe under the Earl 
of Mar were never computed above {ix Thouſand ; 
this whole Body when at the Height, at the Battle 
of Dumblain, amounting to no more, than nine 
thouſand and ſome odd Hundreds, 


At preſent, I never heard the Number of the 
Rebels computed at more than twelve Thou- 
ſand; now conſidering their Progreſs Southward, 
and that they have had an Opportunity of picking 
up Numbers of People in their Way, and forcing 
many into their Service, who may have no Incli- 
nation to the Cauſe, it would be unreaſonable 
to aſſert, that more than two Thirds of their 
Number are Highlanders; but ſuppoſe they were, 
(tho* I hope for more Reatons than one they are 
not) it mult be very unreaſonable to imagine, all 
the reſt of that People diſaffected, becauſe ten or 
twelve Thouſand of them are ſo; it would be 
juſt as reaſonable to conclude, that they are all 
loyal, fince there is a Regiment of them in his 
Majeſty's Service: Both the Concluſions are 
equally unjuſt ; but the firſt is both unjuſt and un- 
charitable; and I cannot help ſaying, that the 
Behaviour of that very Regiment in Flanders, 
might have had this Influence on wiſe Men, to 
confine their Reflections againſt the Inhabitants of 
that Country, to ſuch of them, as are really in 
the Rebellion; and prevail on them not to con- 
demn all Highlanders in a Lump as Rebels, and 
Perſons of diſaffected Principles. The Behaviour of 
theſe Men, has been ſuch as muſt convince the 
World, that theſe People can ſhow as much Cou- 

B rage 
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rage in a good Caulc, as ſome of their unhappy 
Countrymen, have ſhown in a very bad one. 

Thus far, I think I have offered ſome Rea- 
ſons, fer confining our Reflections to the Che- 

valier's Camp: 1 muſt now take the Liberty, 
engage at leaſt, a few of the charitable Diſpoſitions 
of the Publick, 1n favour of fome of the unhappy 
Men who are really in Arms; and this I do with 
no View to encourage them in their Folly z but 
by it, to point out the real $5rce of the preſent 
Misiortune, which when once known, there is a 
greater Probability of a Remedy being found 
CUt. 


The Succeſs the Rebels have met with, has no 
Doubt intimidated Numbers of People who are 
firm Friends to the preſent Eſtabliſhment; and 
has renewed the Hopes of the difaffefted, of 
which we muſt ſuppoſe there are ſome in the 
Kingdom : But if we can demonſtrate, that this 
Succeſs is not owing to any Affection, which the 
Clans of Scotland have to the Houſe of Ster wart, 
but to the Intrigues of a few Men of deſperate 
Fortunes, the Danger will not appear ſo great, 
nor the Cauſe of Exultation ſo manifeſt ; ſince by 
it, it will appear that by a little Management, 
the very ſame Men may be made Inſtruments to 
deftroy their own Works, and to pull down the 
Craven Image they have been ſo induilrious to 
raiſe up. 


I have already obſerved, that there are not above 

a tenth Part of the Strength of the Clans now in 
Arms, and if we conſider, the unhappy Situation 
of the common Men, and leſſer Vaſſals, we 
ſhall 


Wok 


ſhall be ſo far from being ſurpris' q at cheir Number, 
that it will appear ſtrange, that their Numbers 
are not much greater; ane | inſtead of c mdemning 
them as Rebels, and Enemies to their Country, 
we mult pity their Misfortune, and regret that 
ſo many brave Men are Slaves to Arbitrary 
Power, 


To know their Caſe thoroughly, it's neceſſary 
to examint lome Part oi the Antient Conſtitution 
of Scotland. 


In Scotland: the Fecodal Law prevails; the whole 
Kingdom is held of the Crown; that 1s, every 
Eſtate flows originally from the King; to which 
an Acknowledgement, of tome Kind or other, is 
paid by the Proprietor 3 the King in this Reſpect 
is calPd the Superior, and the Proprietor his 
Vaſfal, Malcolm ſurnamed Kenmore, was the firſt 
who grante.! Charters of Lands, and introduced 
theic Fewdal Tenures ; he divided the whoſe King- 
dom among the great Mes, who by their Toer 
were oblig' J to furniſh his Majeſty with fuch a 
Number of Men, and to maintain them in the 
Field for a certain Space of Time; theſe were 
calP.i Kings Barons, and have a Right (ſuch as 
are Commoners) to vote for, and be elected 
Members of Parliament. 


Theſe great Men parcell'd out their Allotments 
to ſuch other of their Friends as would take or 
purchaſe from them, obliging them by their Te— 
nures to furniſh a Number of Men in Proportion 
to the Land they gave them, and to perform to 


them all other 5 which they themſelves were 
B 2 obliged 
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obliged to perform to the King : By theſe Laws 
the Superior had a Right to exact an Oath of 
F idelity from his Vaſſal, who was likewiſe obliged 
to do him Homage as often as required for "his 


Lands, 


To theſe Lands, the Crown annex'd all Man- 
ner of Juriſdiction, both Civil and Criminal; by 
which Means it appears, that the great Barons of 
Scotland were, to all Intents and Purpoſes, ſove— 
reign Princes; and had as much Power over the 
Perſons and Eſtates of their Vaſſals within their 
own Precinct, as the King had over the whole; 
in the ſame Maner as the petty Princes of Ger- 
many; only with this Difference, that they had 
no Royal Titles; tho* ſome of them had, and 
{till enjoy, ſomething nearly reſembling it: All 
Lords of Legality, Stewarts of Stewarties, to 
this Day, enjoy a Power little inferior to Sove- 
reignty, and the Sheriffs of Argyle and Kaithneſs 
want only a Regalia, and the Power of coining 
Money, to ſet them on a Par with any Prince 
in Germany; at leaſt, they are like, what we 
underſtand by, Count Palatines in England, 


Before Malcolm Kenmore's Time, there could 
not be ſaid, to be any Kind of Property in Scot- 
land: No Perſon having any other Right to his 
Poſſeſſions, but what he acquir'd, and maintain'd 
by the Sword. 


The whole Nation, was then divided into 
Tribes or Clans; and he wha had the moſt Men, 
was ſure to have the largeſt Poſſeſſions; and 

changed, 
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changed, or added to them in the ſame Man- 
ner, as great Kingdoms do in our Time, 


Theſe Chieis, according to their Power, 
when the Kingdom was divided, obtain'd 
Charters for what they had, or wanted to 
have in Poſſeſſion 3 and they divided theſe 
again, among the moſt - conſiderable Branches 


of their Family, 


Thus we ſee that before the Diviſion of 
the Kingdom, the Chiefs commanded their 
Deſcendants by Cuſtom; and after that Period, 
they had a legal Right to command their Ser- 
vice, and the Vaſſals were obliged to obey 
their Orders, under the fame Penalty, which 
enforced their Chic's Obedience to the Crown; 
and that it was neceſſary for the Crown to 
ſupport the Chiefs in their Authority, ſince on 
that, depended the Security of che State from 
Foreign Enemies. 


This Power, which was veſted in the Chiefs 
or Barons, proved ſometimes trouble{ome to 
the Crown itſelf ; but the Scotch Rings al- 
ways found Means to keep them in Temper, 
or at leaſt had the Addreſs to ſet the too 

owerful Families one againſt another, tilt 
they had ſufficiently weaken'd them all, and 
made them tame enough to obey the Com- 
mands of the State. 


This was the Situation of that Kingdom 
down to the Union of the Crowns, in the 
Perſon of King James the Firſt and Sixth, 

when 
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when their Quarrel with England was at an 
End, and ſuperſeded the Neceſſity of the 
King's calling his Barons into the Field ; and 
toon after regular Forces were ſubſtituted in 
their Places, Thoſe Paris of Scotland, which 
lay near England, began by Intercourſe with 
Foreigners, to be more civilized z and Chief— 
tainſhip was from that Period confined to the 
remote Parts of the Kingdom, eſpecially to 
the North : And the Subjects living in the 
Southern and Erſtern Parts, were reliev*d 
trom the Oppreffi on of their Superiors, by the 
Vicinity of the ſovereign Courts of Juſtice. 


As the [Intercourſe with England encreas'd, 
Polity cacreagd in the Low Countries of Scot: 
land; and the Barons in that Part, began to live 
in a more polite Ma inner; neglected to cultivate 
the Affections of their Followers, and by the 
Nearnels of the King's Courts, they had not 

an Opportunity to Keep their Vaſſals in that 
Naviſh Subjection they had forme :rly been ac- 
cuſtomed to do; to that there appeared now, 
little Diſtinction, between the Superior and 
Vaſſal in that Part of the Kingdom. But in the 
more remote Parts of the North Highlands the 
antient Cuſtom ſtill prevail'd; and the Manners 
of the People became at laſt fo different, that 
they look'd upon one another as different Peo- 
ple; and at laſt treated each other as Enemies; 
this Produced a Kind of thieving War, between 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Countries which border 

upon the Hightas nds; and in this the Highlanders 
had generally the better, making large De pre- 


* 
cations on the Low Countries; and retiring 


With 
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with their Booty into their Mountains, wher 
they could not be purſucd. 


In King William's Time, Things were in 
this Situation; when a Law was made, ma- 
king the Chiels oi Clans reſponſible for what 
Miſchief any of their Followers were guilty 
of ; this Law, was founded upon two Suppoſi- 
tions; firſt, that there was no Authority ſo 
proper to keep thoſe People in Subjection, as 
their Chiefs, to whom it was KNOWN, they 
paid an implicit Obedience; and the other, 
that it was ſuppoſed, ſome of them at leaſt 
connived at, it not encouraged their Clans in 
theſe Kinds of Depradations, out of Family 
Pique to ſome of the Families bordering on 
their Country. What Effect it had as to a Re- 
form of their Manners, I'm not certain; but I'm 
convinc'd, that this Law encreaſed the Sub- 
jection of the Common Highlanders, ſince it 
ſuppoſed an Authority in their Chiefs to pu- 
niſh them, for Crimes committed out of their Ju- 
riſdiction; for without ſuppoſing this, it would 
be barbarous and abſurd, to make the Chiefs 
accountable for their Crimes. 


Thus we ſee in King Milliam's Time, Things 
remained in the Highlands, as they had been 
from the firſt Peopling of the Country; and 
the Power of the Chiefs, ſo far from being 
leſſened, was really increas'd; the View of 
the Miniſtry in that Reign, and the ſuccee; ding, 
being wholly Intent upon keeping the Chi ofs 
quret and peaceable to the Government; with- 
out troubling their Heads, about the Freedom 


of 
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of the Pe ople ; for which End, Penſions were 
given cach of them, and continued till the 


Death oi Queen Anne. 


Upon the Acceſſion of the preſent Royal Fa- 
mily, theſe Penſions were dropp'd; for which 
Reaton tome of the Chiefs were eaſily 'wrought 
upon to raiſe the Jaſt Rebellion: When that 
was happily qucll“ iPd, by the prudent Manage- 
ment of the late Duke of Argyle, an Act was 
paſs'd, aboliſhing ſo much of the old Tenures, as 

related to raiſing of Men, and the Highlanders 
were diſarm'd. Theſe were the Precautions 
which the Government thought neceſſary to 
prevent any Thing of that Kind for the future; 
as believing that theic Tenures were the only 
Means, which the Chiefs had, to force their 


Vaſſals and Tenants into the Field. 


But the Nature of the Thing, as well as the 
Event, ſhows that the Miniſtry were miſtaken 
in theſe Meaſures; for it will eaſily appear, 
that that Law made little or no Alteration in 
the Circumſtances of the common People, or 
even in that of the leſſer Vaſſals; and that 
there was ſtill too much Power lodg'd in the 


Hands of the Chief Barons; by which they 


have ſtill kept their Dependants in a ſlaviſh 
Subjection. 


To illuſtrate this, let us take one of the 
Clans as an Example, viz. Cameron of Lochzel, 
Cameron the Elder was attainted, I think in 
King William's Reign: But his Son enjoyed 


the Eſtate, and acted as Chicf during his Fa- 
ther's 
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ther's Abſence in Wake This Gentleman 
is Chief of his Name, that is, he is the 
Male-Heir, in a lineal Deſcent, of the firſt 
Man who aſſumed the Name of Cameron, 
and poſſeſs'd the Eſtate of Lochiel ; this Gen- 
tleman's Clan look upon him in this Light, 
as their Father, their Patron, and protector: 
and pay him the ſame Obedience, Homage, 
and Reſpect, as they would to a ſovereign 
Prince : His Opinion ſtands with them for 
the moſt ſacred Law ; and under God there 
is nothing they dread ſo much as to offend 
him. Habit, for theſe many Centuries paſt, 
has taught them to look upon themſelves as 
oblig'd to treat him in that Manner; they are 
confirm'd in the high Opinion they have of 
him, by ſeeing him exerciſe all Manner of 
Juriſdiction over them, both civil and cri- 
minal; and by his own Authority, without 
Interpoſition of grand, or petty Jury, diſpoſe 
of their IL.ives and Fortunes. When they ſee 
this, is it not natural for any People, eſpe- 
cially the lower Claſs, to think themſelves 
bound to obey his Commands, without con- 
ſulting the Nature of them! 


The Chief of whom I am now ſpeak- 
ing, is by far the Gentleman of greateſt Ho- 
nour and Senſe of natural Juſtice amongſt all I 
know of the leſſer Chiefs; he has ſtudied all 
Means in his Power to keep his Clan ho- 
neſt; and has fpent the moſt of his Time in 
poliſhing them and diſtributing Juſtice amongſt 
them : yet I cannot help mentioning an Act of 
his, which muſt illuſtrate the dreadful Sub- 
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jection in which he muſt keep his Clay : The 


Fact was this. A Gentleman's Sen of the 
Name of $!ewart, had, in a Quarrel, kill'd a 
Man of the Name o Cameron; for which he 
was try'd, but acquitted in the King's Courts, 
it appearing that he KkilP4 the Man in his 
own Defence: The Sentence did not by any 
Means pleaſe the Camerens, who were bent up— 
on Revenge, notwithſtanding the Acquittal : 
Mr. Szewart had been to pay a Vilit to Lo- 
chiel their Chief, at his Houſe at Acknacary, 
about ten Miles from the Garriſon of Teſtwils 
liam ; upon his Return he was attended by Lo— 
chicPs own Brother part of the Way, in order 
to protect him, in Caſe the Clan ſhould- ven- 
ture to Way lay him; the Camerons hearing 
that he was to paſs through their Country ga- 
thered in a Body, and attacked Mr. Stewart. 
He and LochiePs Brother, whoſe Preſence 
could not protect him, took Shelter in a Barn 
but the Rioters fir*d thro? the Crevices, and 
ſhot Mr. Stewart dead by Mr. Cameron's Side; 
that done they diſperſed. Lochiel being in- 
form'd of this Murder, and the Contempt 
ſhewn his Brother, went out the ſecond Morn- 
ing after Sun riſe, attended only by his Baylic, 
and two Livery Servants, and called at the 
Houſe of one of the Rictors : the Fellow was in 
Bed, but ſtarted up at the Sight of his Chief; 
when he came before him, Lochiel aſked him, 
ii he was preſent at the Murder of Mr. Stew- 
art; it was in vain to deny, he confeſs'd 
upon which the Baylic was ordered to hang 
him up on the next Tree, without further Ce- 
remony ; they ſtaid till he was dead; and then 
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proceeded to above ſeven or eight more, whom 
he ſerved in the fame Manner. 


This was an Act of ſtrict Juſtice z as none 
ſuffered, but ſuch as deſerved it. It was ne- 
ceſſary, ſince both Juſtice and the Chizl's Au- 
thority was itruck at by the Murtherers ; yet 
it was performed in ſuch a Minner, as muſt 
ſtrike Terror into the Remain ter of the Clan, 
and convince them, thit it was borh their 
Duty and Intereſt, to obey the Chief. The Fact 
is abſolutely true, and I never heard it men- 
tioned, as a Reflection upon Lochiel; who has 
abſolutely as amiable a Character as any Gen- 
tleman in the Kingdom; but Pm ſure, there 
is no Man who can ſay, after a Recital of this 
Fact, that his Clan durſt diſobey him, when 
he commanded them to follow him into the 
Rebellion, 


Tf this is the Caſe, of a Clan commande | by 

a Gentleman of Lochie! the Lounger's Character; 
what muit be the Caſe of ſuch as are under Men 
of a different Stamp, and who live ſome hun- 
dred of Miles more remote? Their Vaſſals, 
may no Doubt legally refuſe to follow them, 
fince the Act for aboliſhing Military Tenures; 
but what Man in his Senſes, who knows his 
Property, and his Life is in their Diſpoſal in 
Virtue of their hereditary, unlimited Juriſ- 
diction, will be hardy enough to diſobey ? 
Bur ſuppoſe the Vaſſals ſhould, which it's not 
probable they would have the Courage to do, yet 
the common People, who are always expoſed 
to their Reſentment, can never be ſuppoſed to 
C2 fancy 
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fancy themſelves at Liberty to diſpute their 
Orders however unreaſonable. 


Beſides, the Juriſdiction itſelf, which ſub— 


jects their Periors and Fortunes to the Will 


of the Chief in the ordinary Courle of Things, 
there are a Set of Laws, call'd Penal Statutes, 
which keep the common People conitantly ar 
the Mercy of the Chiefs; by theſe Statutes 
every Perion is liable to a heavy Fine, if they 
ſhall 6h ar particular prohibited Seaſons of 
the Year, if they Kill a Fowl calld a black 
Cock, Hares or Partridges; if they cut the 
mcaneſt Teig without Leave of the Owner; 
if they don't ſow Peaic and Beans; if they don't 
plant ſuch a Number 8 Trees annually; and 
many other Things of the like Nature, By 
the Manner of livin g in the IIichlands, its mo» 
rally imp ollibic, for any Man to live, without 
contravening almoſt all theſe Scatutes, and ſo 
ſubjecting himſelf to the Penalties. 


Every Lord of a Regality, Stewart of a 
Stewartry, all owners of Bron ies Balieric, and 
ſuch as have any Manner of Juriſdiction, hold 
a head Court once a Year, generally at Mi- 
chaclmy; when every Subject above the Age 
of 'Sixioon reœſiding within the Juriſdiction, 
obliged p&ſonally to appear; and then they are 
made to ſweyr ſolemnly, winther or not they 
have contra! ene any of theſe Statutes: As the 
People: of that Country, (to do them Juſtice) 
have a mo? religious Regard to an Oath, they 
ge rally Von teſs that they have; the Judge 
docs not jevy the Fine, unleſs he has a Pique 
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at the Perſon, and in that Caſe, he levies the 
Fine for many Years backward, and ſo beggars 
the Party at once; and by this Means ſtrikes a 
Terror into others, not to venture to diſoblige 
him. 


Add to this, that Innocence 1s no Protec- 
tion, if the Judge 1s pleaſed to fancy a Man 
guitly ; if he does not think proper to diſpatch 
him by a partial Sentence, he is certainly un- 
done by the Delay of Trial, I have been cre- 
dibly inform*d, that a poor Fellow was taken 
up by a certain Highland Judge, on Suſpicion of 
Sheep-ſtealing of which there could not be any 
Proot obtained, and was kept ſo long in Irons 
and a loathſome Dungeon, that the Wretch, 
wearied out with his Milery, actually petitioned 
to the Judge in Form, praying for God's 
Sake that he would either hang him or try 
him. 


I could give many Inſtances of this kind. 
but theſe are ſufficient to convince any Man, 
that the common Hizhlanders are rather to be 
pitied than condemned ; that they are in ſuch 
Subjection to their Chiefs, that they dare not 
if they had the Inclination, diſobey their Or- 
ders. I own, Habit for ſo many Centuries 
paſt may have deprived them of the Senſe of 
their miſerable State; and that by this Means 
they have no thoughts of diſobeying 3 but 
they are not the more criminal in this Caſe, 
but the more to be pitied; ſince they are not 
only Slaves, but have loſt almoſt all Senſe of 
Liberty, and given up their n 
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and Will, to follow blindly the Dictates of 
their Tyrant-Chiefs. 


Is there any Man in England, who lived in 
a Country, where one Man was hereditary 
Judge, both in Matters Civil and Criminal, 
where that Judge in civil Caſes determined 
every thing by his own Dilcretion, without a 
Jury; and in criminal Caſes, was not only 
Judge, but named the Jury, directed them, 
the Facts they were to enquire into, and deter- 
mined chePuniſhment as he pleaſed, and received 
himſelf the Forſeiture of the Criminal's Eſtate; 
if caſt. I ſay in that ciſe, would any Englih- 
man think himſelf at Liberty to diſobey the 
Orders of ſuch a Judge, while he lived with- 
in his Territory? I am ſure they would not: 
Yer this is the Caſe of the unhappy common 
Highlanders, Men brave to Temerity ; open 
hearted ani! hoſpitable in their Diſpoſition ; 
with as large a Share of Honeſty and Sagacity 
as any common People on Earth, but miſcrably 
that they are Strangers to Liberty. 


Is it ſtrange then, that about a Dozen of 
Men, which may be the Number of prime 
Chiets, ſhould have it in their Power to ra'ſe 
this Commotion? or is it ſtrange, that the 
common Men do not take the Advantage of 
the Proclamation, when they know that its in 
the Power of their Chiefs, if they ever return, 
to puniſh them with a Rigour as terrible as 
any thing they can expect from the Govern- 
ment. 
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Upon the whole it is eaſy to comprehend, 
that theſe Juriſdictions are the Source of this 
Power of the Highland Chiefs, and that until 
they are ſome way regulated, theſe People 
will always prove troubleſome to any Govern- 
ment: Its no Matter of what Complexion, 
if ambitious Heads go to work with the 
Chiefs, they are eaſily wrought upon, the 
Commons muſt obey ; and when they come 
into the Field they will ſurely fight, whatever 
the Cauſe is they are engaged in; they value 
themſelves upon their Courage, and to ſupport 
that I believe is all they fight for. 


I am ſenſible, that hereditary Juriſdictions 
are ſo ſacred as not to be touched upon any 
Account, I mean aboliſhed ; yet I am ſenſible 
that a Method might be found out to make 
them leſt dreadful to the Subject, and I fancy 
if a Scheme to regulate them was enacted in- 
to a, Law, and a Pardon offered by the Go- 
vernment in abſolute Terms under the Sanction 
of publick Faith to the common Highlanders, 
IT am convinced few or none of them would 
remain with the young Chevalier 
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